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The interview at Tennon.de was a friendly gathering, where the
letters of the Spanish. Ambassador to the Regent were discussed,
hut no resolution was taken to resort to arms. He defends himself
from many minor charges : from any complicity with Brederode,
with the attack on Zeeland, with the insurgents of Ostrawell. As
to his work in pacifying the disturhed provinces and towns, the
Prince speaks of it with pride as a just and wise measure of tolera-
tion, it being impossible to secure public peace, except by per-
mitting the exercise of the new faith, even to the extent of their
possessing temples of their own. How can, a temple offend any
man more than the building of a secular house ? And is it not
more conducive to public peace and order that a congregation should
meet quietly in a temple of their own, rather than ty public
processions and open meetings. "Such are the false and frivolous
pretences whereon they now seek to ruin me, in spite of all my
services and sacrifices and that of my warlike ancestors. They set
at naught rights, law, custom, and rob me of my honour and my
child, dearer to roe than life. And all this is done not to my
despite but that of the King, whose contracts and oaths they
would trample under foot. May God grant His Majesty, by the
light of His divine grace, to see and understand the purposes of his
true and loyal servants, now so sorely calumniated, persecuted, and
afflicted!"
This document was circulated in German, Latin,
Dutch, English, and Spanish, as well as in the original
French. Though it uses Evangelical forms, it is not the
work of a theologian. It is the work essentially of a
politician, of a diplomatist, and in substance is like a
modern State paper at the opening of a war. ,: William
was one of the first politicians in modern Europe to
understand the importance of political manifestoes
addressed to the public opinion of Europe. < The paper
is in parts rhetorical in form, but essentially based on
powerful arguments. In substance, its statements are
true as well as convincing, though we cannot literally
accept the truth of all his assertions as to his freedom
from complicity with the acts of his friends.

